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WELCOME

OWe are w orking together to grow our Churc




Where are we going?

As a congregation , we aim to build upon our past successes and to stride FORWARD in
our quest to GROW OUR CHURCH on three platforms

1 Mission
To extend our recognition as a Church presenting the Gospel for the People

1 Further development of lay ministry and greater encouragement of all aspects of
mission, at home and overseas.

1 Outreach
To extend the discipleship of o ur Church:
1 Offering a warm welcome to all, with opportunities f or inclusion within parish life.
| Maintaining links with parish schools, pre-school groups, uniformed young
peopl edbs associations, adult groups and
| Encouraging families with young children.
1 Developing new growth shoots among visitors to festivals and special events.
1 Extending communication and contact with new residents on the extensive

housing development within the parish.

1 Fellowship

To build upon the fellowshipin whi ch St Godwal di6s takes pride
| Developing and widening our Christian knowledge, faith and understanding, both
as individuals and collectively.
| Strengthening association with Churches Togetherin Bromsgrove and the other
Anglican churches in the new Team Parish.

Wednesday Communion




Our Church

The Church is 125 years old and
replaced an earlier chapel that was
sited half a mile further east. It is a
traditional stone building with one
transept (Lady Chapel), font and
stained glass windows, a choir vestry
and separate clergy vestry. It is a
grade 2 listed property and can seat
280. The excellent Nicholson organ,
with two manuals and full p edal
board, was rebuilt in 1982 and is
used for organ recitals. The Church
is furnished with pews and choir stalls
and, a few years ago, we installed a
sound system and full induction loop.

Summer festival in preparation

We are fortunate to have the Church, hall, new vicarage, amenity space and car park all on
one site. The church hall is linked to the Church and comprises a main hall with kitchen and
toilets, meeting room and parish office. We are renovating and improving the facilities and are
in the midst of a fund -raising drive. The hall is extensively used during the week by both
church and community groups. The regular users include Pre-school Playgroup, Brownies and
Guides, Church fellowship groups dancers and Bromsgrove Railway Club amongst others.

Recent developments in our Church Life
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In pursuit of Mission , developments include:

Our Worship Group, which has replaced our Local Minigry Team.

Welcoming our NSM, a parishioner, whom we supported throughout her training .
Lay leading of services.

Lay participation during services particularly with | ntercessions, the administration of
the Chalice and the role of Servers.

Study courses (such as Lent, Alpha) to help spiritual and faith knowledge.

The extension of Outreach activity has included:

Encouraging baptism as a regular feature of services and the inclusion of baptism
families at Family Worship.

Active Baptism and Pastoral visiting teams.

Offering activities to encourage a wider involvement of parishioners and local residents
in the Church.

Delivery by congregation members of regular newsletters to each home in the parish.
Discussionof architectural plans and options for the modernisation and improvement of
the parish hall.

Recent activities that have developed Fellowship within the parish include:

the growth of an active parish social calendar including coffee drop-in, quiz nights, whist
drives and enjoyable fund raising activities in addition to the regular interest and

support offered by a significant number of activ e parishioner-led social groups.




Our Services

Regular Worship

Service Liturgy Attendance

Sunday 9.00 am Holy Communion 1662 Prayer Book 26

Sunday 10.30 am (except 1 Holy Communion ~ Common Worship 70

Sunday of each month)

Sunday 10.30 am (1*" in each Family, lay-led Common Worship 60

month) worship basis.

Wednesday 10.00am Holy Communion ~ Common worship 15-20
mainly

Holy Week services, which include Compline, Maundy Supper and Good Friday Devotion

Christingle 260
Mid-week Carol Services[Schools, Groups] 50 - 100
Easter Day Communicants 76
Christmas Day communicants 162
Plus...............

1 Baptisms, either at 10.30 Holy Communion or 3.00pm special service (average of 33 per
annum over the last 3 years)

Weddings (6)

Funerals in Church (4)

Cremations (25-30)
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For the wider community we also hold
9 For local schools- Easter and Christmas services
i Festival of Remembrancefor the Royal British Legion
i Patronal Festival
i Friends of St Godwald celebration

A Church family wedding




Church Organisations

Organisation Av. Numbers Attending Venue

St Godwal dés Chaqa8 Church for practices
LadiesbFellowship 25-30 Church Hall

Tuesday Coffee Drop in 15-20 Church Hdl

Rambling Group 30-35

Poetry Group 12 MembersbHomes
Friends of St Gq40-50 Various fund raising events
Diners Club 20 Member sé homes
Flower Team Church Displays

The Ramblerson the move

Summer Fete

Cash in the Attic?

Summer Fete

Maypole Dancing




Finance

The Parish has successfully met the day-to-day demands as well as continuing to raise funds
to support charities and missionary efforts. We have a well -established stewardship scheme
which greatly assists our finances through Gift Aid Tax rebates.

We replaced the church heating system in Summer 2008 and have met our Quinquennial
inspection requirements. Our Hall is being progressively refurbished and we are seeking grants
for outside bodies to bolster our fu nd-raising activities for this project.

We have paid our Parish Share in full, although we are finding the increasing burden to be a
significant ongoing challenge.

PCC - Committees and Groups

We have an active PCC which is supported by hard working committees drawn from the wider
congregation.......

Fabric Committee
Social Committee
Baptism Team
Pastoral Visitors
Missions Group

Worship Group

Rambling Group Leaders

LadiesdFellowship

Magazine Editors Fabric Commitee in action!

Flower team
Church Cleaning volunteers

Servers and Sidespeople

As part of our mission, we encourage use of the Hall by community groups through which we
build relationships with a wider range of people.

Currently users of our premises on a regular basis include Preschool Playgroup, Railway Club,
Scottish Dancing, Friendship Circle, Line Dancers, Guides, Brownies and Rainbows, Health
group and | ocal councillorsd O6surgeriesb.



The St Godwal dés Team

NSM Margaret Woodgates  is supported by our

Reader Janet Hewer
Spiritual Director Marjorie Braithwaite
Verger and Hall Bookings Angela Perryman
Organist and Choirmaster Norman Hewer
Margaret with members
Sacristan Barry Perryman of the team
Churchwardens Catherine Maund and Tony Moxon
Electoral Roll Gill Moxon
PCC Secretary Charlotte Bower
Treasurer Tony Elliott
Choir
Baptism Secretary Janet Scott

Our Churchyard in spring




St Godwal ddéos Vicarage

The vicarage is relatively new, being some 5 years old, and is a measure of the commitment of

the diocese to the growth of the parish . The vicarage is next to the Church building, sharing

the access drive to the rear of the church. It was purpose -builtto 6 g r e e n g ifidatbe 6 s p e
and offers a high standard of accommodation.

The Vicaragei view
from rear garden

The Vicaragei view
from front garden with
Church in background.

A Goldcrest amongst
others, has been spied in
the front hedge!




About the Parish

The parish of Finstall is part of Bromsgrove Urban District, but for many of the people who live
here,i t i s st i ]withitsshbps, postiofficle,ascheots and pubs. The relatively swift
development of the substantial new estates is challenging the heritage of the older villages

and it represents a major op pheparigh extebdg wefl lmeyondo u r
the boundaries of the old village to encompass Aston Fields and spread westwards towards

the town centre. The present church building is actually in Aston Fields, while the churchyard

(still open) is half a mile from the Church in Finstall, at the site of the original chapel.

Aston Fields was associated with the railway industry until the 1960s and is situated at the foot
of the famous Lickey Bank. For railway enthusiasts, steam engines travel this stretch of line
from time to time and the Parish is soon to have the new town railway station.

In the parish itself we have excellent first and middle schools and a special school.
Bromsgrove Rugby Club and Bromsgrove Cricket, Tennis and Hockey Club are located in
Finstall and there are athletics, swimming, golf and cycling clubs plus a variety of leisure clubs
based in the town and its environs.

Finstall First
Sdhool
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Bromsgrove was originally a market town and still retains much of that heritage. Itis
surrounded by some of the most beautiful countryside in England, with the added advantage
of good road, rail and motorway connections. The town has grown significantly with new
housing developments in recent years and its industrial base has moved away from automotive
to lighter industrial units and office parks.

Aston Fields
Middle School




Aston Fields War Memorial

A traditional pastime 1
Drummond Road Allotments
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Our challenge i new estates including

The Oakalls[above]

Breme Park [below]
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Additional Facts and Figures
The Parish
1 Population 10,000
1 Geographical size: Two square miles
1 Type of community: Suburban / commuter, village and rural.

1 Centres of population (including shopping and local services.) include major recent
developments: The Oakalls, Parklands and Breme Park. Established developments:
Harwood Park, Rutherford Road estate. Traditional areas of Finstall and Aston Fields
incorporate Doctors, Dentists, Post Office and Shops

Social: There is no predominant age group
Predominant ethnic groupings: white Anglo Saxon
Other Faith communities: none

No significant social problems.
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9 Principal industries: Sugarbrook Estate comprising small industrial units
1 Level of unemployment: Medium

1 Transport: Nearest mainline station Bromsgrove

Bus routes to: Birmingham, Worcester, Redditch,
and Kidderminster

Nearest motorway: M5, M42 i very convenient
motorway access

Road infrastructure: Suburban

Own transport: There is a high level of car
ownership

Thundering down the Lickey Bank

Local Institutions:

1 Warwick Hall Nursing Home; Primrose Hospice; British Legion; Finstall Parish Council,
Foyer project for young people.

1 Inthe town - Hamilton House Bromsgrove Young Homeless project (through Churches

Together in Bromsgrove)

Wayside Nursing Home (we hold monthly communion services)

Princess of Wales Community Hospital.

1
1

Schools

i Finstall First School (310)

9 Aston Fields Middle School (635)
1 Rigby Hall Special School (100)

(There are no Church Schools

There is no ex-officio governorship obligation BUT previous incumbents have been invited
to become governors.)
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Our Church

1 The Church Building : Approximate age of building: 120 years. Grade 2 listed property
with a seating capacity of 280.
The Church is usually open, during daylight hours, when an incumbent is in place.

It is a tr aditional stone building with one transept, no
tower, stained glass windows, pipe-organ with two
manuals and full pedal board built by Nicholson (1899),
furnished with pews, choir stalls, Lady Chapel, new
heating system, a sound system and full induction loop.

It is used for Weekday and Sunday services

Condition: Generally good state, recently redecorated.
All the works required by the last quinquennial have been
completed. Next quinquennial is due in Spring 2009.

Our plans for the next 2 -5 years: Improved access for
disabled.

1 What other buildings are available for church use?

Church Hall incorporating: main hall, meeting room and Parish office. Planning
application approved for renovation and expansion.

1 Other places of worship in the parish: Salvation Army 1/4 mile Gospel Hall 1/2 mile

1 Do ecumenical links exist?
Churches Together in Bromsgrove

Bromsgrove Anglican Group comprising: All
Holy Trinity and St Mar yhadaleady pravided JinksebetweenS t
the Parishes of the town.

Our Service Tradition

a) Worship Tradition: Central

b) Church Practice:  Incense - Never
Reservation - Sometimes
Vestments i Always

Coloured Stoles 1 Always
Scarf - Always Lady Chapel at Easter

c) Position taken by celebrant: - Always Westward (facing people)
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